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Background

The new meningococcal A (MenA) conjugate vaccine, MenAfriVac®, has been introduced at
public-health scale in several countries of the African meningitis belt and more than 153 million
people, 1 to 29 years of age, have received the vaccine to date. Mali was among the three
countries where MenAfriVac was first introduced in 2010. To maintain population immunity in
all countries following the initial mass vaccination campaigns with MenAfriVac, a sustainable
strategy needs to be defined for immunization of new birth cohorts. Countries will have the
option of protecting new birth cohorts through routine immunization, catch-up campaigns, or a
mixed approach. Towards this effort, the Meningitis Vaccine Project (MVP, a PATH/WHO
partnership) and partners conducted two clinical studies in infants to evaluate the MenA
conjugate vaccine safety and immunogenicity, optimal vaccine dosage, and co-administration
with other routine vaccines used as part of the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI).

The MVP first infant study was conducted in Ghana between 2008 and 2012. The second MVP
infant study, PsA-TT-007, was conducted by the CVD Mali from March 2012 to September 2013.
The results of these studies are crucial to inform strategies and policies for routine
immunization with the meningococcal A conjugate vaccine in meningitis belt countries. CVD
Mali also conducted another MVP study to assess the duration of vaccine-induced antibodies 4
to 5 years following the administration of a single dose of the MenA conjugate vaccine in 1-29
year olds.

The purpose of this scientific meeting is to share and discuss these results with the Malian
Health Authorities and Scientific Leaders. The meeting will illustrate the development of the
vaccine, with emphasis on the clinical trials and follow-up studies conducted in Mali, and the
progress made with vaccine introduction. Delegates from the Ministry of Health will report on
the vaccine introduction campaigns conducted in Mali in 2010-2011. We hope that the meeting
outcome will inform public health decision makers and stakeholders on proposed strategies for
sustainable immunity against MenA disease.

The meeting will be hosted by the CVD-Mali General Director and Principal Investigator,
Professor Samba O. Sow, in collaboration with international experts from the MVP, the WHO
and their partners. The meeting is scheduled to take place on 10 September 2014 in Bamako,
Mali and will be followed by a community meeting on 11 September, in order to share the
results and thank the participating communities.
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